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Abstract

The aim of this study is to analyze spoken discourse between Japanese and Korean athletes of
Sochi Olympics and to pursue the similarity and the differences between them. The results of this
study are as follows:
1. Contents

Both athletes expressed their joy to get medals or participate in Olympics rather than express their
tension or pressures. On the contrary, there were a small number of athletes who talked about their
nation. In addition, some athletes talked about the Great East Japan earthquake or the change of
nationality. From these discourses athletes expressed more emphasis on their individual results and
circumstances rather than nations.
2. Language usage

Japanese often used “I think~", “I feel like~”, sentence ending particles like ‘“na”, “kana” and
fillers, especially “mo(0)” and “ma(a)” to express their mentality or to convey their opinions gently.
On the contrary, Koreans used “I thought~", honorific and humble words.
3. Few Korean athletes did not mention about gold medal. It reflected the decrease of upward

mobility.
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